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VERIFICATION IS A KEY COMPONENT TO FORTIFIED

FORTIFIED Homeowners have peace-of-mind when storms hit, in part, because they trust IBHS 
research has guided them to implement the most critical upgrades to protect their homes from 
severe weather. That confidence is multiplied by the independent third-party verification required 
to achieve a FORTIFIED designation at any level (Roof, Silver or Gold).  

The documentation provided by certified FORTIFIED Evaluators enables IBHS to enforce the 
FORTIFIED standards.  Requiring appropriate and adequate documentation ensures that 
adequately rated, FORTIFIED-compliant materials are used and installed in compliance with both 
the FORTIFIED standards and manufacturer requirements.  

DOCUMENTATION IS MORE THAN TAKING PICTURES

While photos are an extremely important method of verifying FORTIFIED requirements at a 
homesite, they only represent a portion of the documentation required for a FORTIFIED designation.  
Depending on designation level, installation documentation may include the following: 

• Photo documentation of product packaging
• Photo documentation of installation
• Certified testing reports and/or manufacturer installation instructions for certain products
• FORTIFIED Compliance Forms
• Additional documentation which may be required depending on individual specific site

conditions and design elements

GUIDELINES FOR SUBMITTING DOCUMENTATION

Failure to submit adequate or acceptable documentation may result in the denial of a FORTIFIED 
designation. Therefore, it is critical that the evaluator and the contractor each have a clear 
understanding of who is responsible for collecting the necessary photos and documents.  Once 
compiled and submitted by the evaluator, the IBHS audit team will review the documentation to 
determine if a FORTIFIED designation can be issued. To make the process work smoothly, please 
follow these rules:  

• Submitted documentation must be unique to the site address receiving a designation
• Photos should be well lit and in focus
• Documents and photos must be legible and easily deciphered
• When necessary, label documentation to provide clarity
• Photos should clearly show what is intended to be documented
• All documents and photos should be oriented correctly, so they can be viewed/read without 

rotating

USE THE RIGHT CHECKLIST

The checklist in this document is ONLY to be used when submitting documentation for a FORTIFIED 
Roof  - New Roof designation.  It is applicable for new home construction or existing homes being 
re-roofed. (Note: For existing homes where the cover is not being installed or replaced, refer to the 
FORTIFIED Roof – Existing Roof checklist). 

If you are submitting FORTIFIED Gold, FORTIFIED Silver or FORTIFIED Roof-Existing Roof 
documentation,  use the full documentation checklist, which is available at fortifiedhome.org.
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https://fortifiedhome.org/wp-content/uploads/TB_FH_2022_01-Roof-Sheathing-Attachment-Documentation.pdf
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